
Counselor Training



Overview

o Understand the Coalition

o How counselors and parents can use the 

Coalition

o How students can use it

• 9th-11th grade

• 12th grade

o Gather feedback from you



The Coalition

o A diverse group of public and private 

American colleges and universities

o Developed tools to improve access and 

better support students in the admissions 

process

o Coalition schools share the following 

characteristics: 

 Affordability

 Student Success



The Member Schools



• American University

• Amherst College

• Bates College

• Bowdoin College

• Brown University

• Bryn Mawr College

• California Institute of 

Technology

• Carleton College

• Claremont McKenna 

College

• Clemson University

• Colby College

• Colgate University

• College of the Holy Cross

• College of William and 

Mary

• Colorado College

• Columbia University

• Connecticut College

• Cornell University

• Dartmouth College

• Davidson College

• Duke University

• Emory University

• Florida State University

• Franklin and Marshall 

College

• Franklin W. Olin College 

of Engineering

• Georgia Institute of 

Technology

• Grinnell College

• Hamilton College

• Harvard University

• Haverford College

• Illinois State University

• Indiana University -

Bloomington

• James Madison University

• Johns Hopkins University

• Miami University - Ohio

• Michigan State University

• Middlebury College

• Mount Holyoke College

• North Carolina State 

University

• Northeastern University

• Northwestern University

• Oberlin College

• Ohio State University

• Penn State

• Pomona College

• Princeton University

• Purdue University
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• Ramapo College of New 

Jersey

• Reed College

• Rice University

• Rutgers University-New 

Brunswick

• Skidmore College

• Smith College

• St. Olaf College

• Stanford University

• State University of New 

York – Binghamton

• State University of New 

York – Buffalo  

• State University of New 

York – Geneseo

• Swarthmore College

• Texas A&M University

• The College of New Jersey

• Tufts University

• Union College

• University of Chicago

• University of Connecticut

• University of Florida

• University of Georgia

• University of Illinois Urbana-

Champaign

• University of Mary 

Washington

• University of Maryland

• – College Park

• University of Michigan

• University of Minnesota

• – Twin Cities

• University of Missouri

• University of New 

Hampshire

• University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill

• University of Notre Dame

• University of Pennsylvania

• University of Pittsburgh

• University of Rochester

• University of South 

Carolina

• University of Vermont

• University of Virginia

• University of Washington

• Vanderbilt University

• Vassar College

• Virginia Polytechnic 

Institute and State 

University

• Wake Forest University

• Washington University in 

St. Louis

• Wellesley College

• Wesleyan University

• Williams College
• Yale University

Coalition Member Institutions (1/2)



LOCKER COLLABORATION 
SPACE

APPLICATION 
PORTAL



Introducing the Coalition Platform



The Coalition Platform

o Set of free, online tools 

o Help students navigate the college 

search 

o Get information about the process of 

applying to college

o Opportunity for students to present 

themselves to admissions through 

different mediums



The Locker



Coalition Locker

o Private, online storage system for students 

to collect and organize materials 

o No one has access to the locker aside 

from the student

o Students can engage their support 

network

o Share documents in the Collaboration 

Space and attach materials to their 

Coalition Application





Collaboration Space



Coalition Collaboration Space

o A virtual meeting place where 

counselors, teachers, and mentors can 

support the student’s college search and 

application

o Platform to provide feedback



Coalition Application

o Technology platform

o Seamless experience through a 

computer, tablet, or mobile device

o Member schools will waive the 

application fee for low income students

o Counselors are able to submit documents 

for students without purchasing specific 

college counseling systems



Accepting Coalition Application 2016-2017
American University *
Amherst College *
Bowdoin College *
Bryn Mawr College

Caltech *
Carleton College *
Claremont McKenna College *
Clemson University *
Colby College *
Colgate University
College of the Holy Cross *
Columbia University *
Connecticut College
Davidson College *
Denison University *
Duke University
Emory University
Hamilton College *
Harvard University *
Indiana University - Bloomington *

Johns Hopkins University *
North Carolina State University at 
Raleigh *
Northeastern University *

Northwestern University
Pennsylvania State University
Pomona College *
Purdue University
Reed College *
Rice University *
Rutgers University - New Brunswick *
St Olaf College *
Stanford University *
State University of New York -
Binghamton University
State University of New York -
University at Buffalo
State University of New York -
College at Geneseo *

Swarthmore College *
Texas A&M University *
Tufts University *
Union College *

University of Chicago *
University of Connecticut *
University of Florida *
University of Iowa *
University of Notre Dame *
University of Pittsburgh *
University of Rochester *
University of South Carolina*
Vanderbilt University *
Wake Forest University *
Washington University in St. Louis *
Williams College *
Yale University *

*Application is currently open for students at mycoalition.org as of September 25, 2016

http://mycoalition.org/


Resources

To learn more
www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org

Access to videos and FAQs, etc

To create a profile
www.mycoalition.org

Access to the Coalition Platform

FAQs and Guidance Resources 
https://coalitionlocker.zendesk.com



Using the Coalition Platform

Students



Who are the Coalition Students

o Students who could benefit from

• a multi-year organization of college 

application information

• a longer period of time to think about 

college and craft their applications

• additional support from counselors, 

teachers, CBOs, and other mentors



Using the Coalition Platform

9th-11th Grade

 The Locker

 The Collaboration Space

LOCKER COLLABORATION 

SPACE

Collaborate and share 
application materials of your 

choice with counselors, 
teachers, and/or mentors.















Benefits to starting 9th-11th Grade

o Start the college conversation and get 

information about schools much earlier

o Help students capture information about 

things they’ve done

o Gather documents that will help them 

once they start applying to college

o Know what coursework they should be 

taking



Using the Coalition Platform

12th Grade

 The Locker

 The Collaboration Space

 The Application Portal

9th-11th Grade

 The Locker

 The Collaboration Space

LOCKER 

APPLICATION PORTAL

For each Coalition application, the 
student selects relevant data from 
their locker to upload and submit.







Coalition Fee Waiver

o The Coalition fee waiver offers students a simple 

process for filing applications for free.

o Eligibility criteria:

o Receiving free or reduced lunch in school

o Participating in a TRIO program

o Qualifying for a fee waiver from the ACT, College Board, 
and/or NACAC

o Students who qualify will bypass the payment 

screen when they submit their application.

31



Fee Waivers



Benefits for Students Using the Coalition

o Easy access to information

o Ability to build a list of affordable schools

o Gather documents

o Start tracking what students have done 

throughout high school

o Access to new mediums

o Easy access to fee waivers



Using the Coalition Platform

Counselors



Counselors and the Coalition Platform

o Track your students’ college process

o Upload Transcripts and Letters of 

Recommendations

o Provide feedback to the documents 

students share with you from their locker





Transcripts and Letters of Recommendation



Letters of Recommendation



Letters of Recommendation



Benefits for Counselors

o Provide earlier awareness about college 

to historically underrepresented students

o Upload student's transcripts electronically

o Help students broaden their list of 

affordable schools

o Empower students to take ownership of 

the college search process



Important Information for Counselors

o Tools and application should not replace 

current systems that work for you

o Coalition platform emphasizes credential 

and application security, ensuring a 

dependable submission process



Information to Share with Families

o Single platform to plan, build, organize 

o Confidence that if admitted to any 

Coalition school, they will be offered a 

responsible financial aid package 
o Affordable in-state tuition at state institutions

o 100% of demonstrated need covered at 

private institutions

o Coalition schools can be trusted to meet 

their commitment to access and 

outcomes



Ready for the Next Steps?

www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/resources-video.html









Feedback?

• What functionalities do you anticipate 

being most useful to you?

• What potential new functionality would 

help you work with and support students?

• What potential new functionality would 

make the process better for you?



Questions?


